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LETTER: 
| Touching the 
Preſent State of Affairs 


ENGLAND) 


With the Independency of its 


KINGS. 


SIR, - 
| Received your Letter, and do take no. 


little pleaſure in anſwering it, and int 

giving you an Account how things paſs 
= herei{mce the Death of the late King ' 
Charles the Second of Biefled Memory 7 Yout {| 
lay you cannot imagine that there ſhould be 
o great quietneſs as is reported ; and that 
AZ | you 


"= 
you will not be beaten ont of your Increduli- 
ty, unleſsT aſſure you of the Truth of things 
my ſelf : Do not doubt therefore, Sir, ſeeing 
it 1s moſt certain, that what we have ſeen of 
late happened in this Kingdom, - hath not 
caſed any. alteragon, in the Repoſe and 
Peace that we to flere enjoy, = 1 pects- 
| tions of many have proved falſe and vain, 
the ſame Tranquility: continues in all parts, 
the Storms wherewith we were- threatned 
are gone; and ferved only to' trouble- the 
imagination of thoſe! that raiſed them. _ Our 
Gnietfook beginning, and begay to diſcipate 
both m one -day; .God was pleaſed to de- 
privEls of one King, and to Five us another 
at rhe Jaime in{tagit,z and.never did anyPrince 
" Throne with greater.caſe than the 


profgnt King. *He was Proclaimed to the fa- 
EStaction 6 all His Subjetts, and if the Joy 
was not exceſlive, it was the ſenſe of the late 
. lols of the beſt of Kings, who governed His 
Pcople more like a Father than a Maſter, was 
the Zaulc that Hinder'd the manifeſting of it: 
Howevas 4 renefal Submiſſion was given, 
the{$gfmrdipaſled from the Court to the City, 
and tron: the City was: {pread through the 
free Nations. :--/* 

"The "publick"Profeſſion the King made 
ſtuteMfiay days after of a Religion contrary 


unto 
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the difference of Religion {hou 


[3.1 
unto that of His Subje&s,; .was {o far from 
changing, that it did.not. in the. leaſt ſhake 
the Peoples Obedience: But. Sir, this. need 
not ſeem ſtrange unto you, you being of a 
Religion contrary- unto the Principles of the 
Church of Rowe. It. isfiot your belief that 
Subjects can be freed from the Oaths of Alle- 
giance they. owe unto their Soveraign, under 
a pretence that they are of, a contrary Reli- 
gion, you lite theſe Maxims ; You as well as 
all Proteſtants do believe that the Conſcience 
ſhould be free, that every one ſhould be led 
by the DiCtates of his own Squl ; and that 
not ſerve as 
a Cloak to trouble the Order and Peace of the 
World, and violate the moſt Sacred and. ne- 
ceſlary Duties. As a Father cannot deprive 
his Son of his Birth-right, only for not being 
of his Belief, without violating the Laws of - 
Nature ; neither can Subjects, (without ma- 
king themſelves guilty by the like reaſon,) 
deny unto their Soveraigns the Enjoyment 


*Jof the Throne, which God and Nature be- 


ſtows upon them. This is the DoCtrine of 

Proteſtants. 
_ See here,Sir, in what manner the Confeſſion 
of Faith of the Reformed Churches of Frazxce 
xpreſſes it {elf upon this matter. We believe 
(rod requires the World ſhould be governed by 
A3 La 


[4] 
Lew, bl *arhg' 45 '« Curb to reftrain the Dif 
order. h are too fee in it : To thi purpoſe 
he has 7 abliſh' doms and Common- 
pealths, 4 all. he = of Powers whatſo- 
ever, whereof He is "+ Chief Founder, putting 
the Sword into ev} res Hands to panif Sins 
committed againit both Tables of Gods Law; 
Therefore we ſhould not only ſubmit unto their 
Authority for Conſcience ſake, but,alſo Honour 
and Reſpeit them as Gods Vicegerents appointed 
to execute a Holy and Lawful Authority upon 
Earth. We belivvr therefore Obedience is to 
be given to thayr Laws, that Cuſtom and Tri- 
bute ſhould b ay a unto them ; And. that we 
ſhould give afree and volenary Subjection un- 
to them, although they were Inhidels. 
* This, Sir, is what our Doors have, and 
do conſtantly Teach. I could alledge a thou. 
fand inſtances of it, but I will mention but 
in One, which relates unto England in the 
reſent Circumſtances that Kingdom is in, 
which all the Miniſters of the Proteitant 
| Churches of- Frazce will ſign with their 
Blood. 

Some time before K. Charles the TI. was 
Reftor'd to the Throne of his Father, the ſe- 
.cret Enemies he had in his Kingdoms ſpread 
abroad Rumours, That He was not of the 

Proteſtant Religion, but held ag a” 


T5. 
with the Church of Rome ; and that for that 
Reaſon it was not ſafe to. Reſtage Him ; be- 
cauſe in all likelihood he would by degrees 
Suppreſs the Proteſtant Reigion; and if he 
could, would Eſtabliſh that of the Romaz 
Catholicks. 

This noiſe having been ſpread over Eng- 
land and France; Monſieur De Lanele, 
Senior Miniſter of the Proteſtant Church 
near Roan , publiſhed a Treatiſe upon this | 
Subject, Entituled, The Religion of the King 
of England. And having refuted this Ca- 
lumny by Un-anſwerable Profs, he affirms, 
that if the King of Exgl/and had Renoun- 
ced the Proteſtant Religion, yet his Subjects 
ought not in Juſtice to oppoſe his Return | 
to his Crown and Bſtab iſhment in his | 
Kingdoms. T cannot ſee (faith he) that it is | 
a ſufficient Warrant go deprive a man of his | 
Right, becauſe he is not of the ſame mind we 
are of in matters of Religion ; I moſt willing! 
ſhun theſe rigid Opinions which Subvert the. 
Foundation of Kjngdoms,and make the Chriſtian 
Religion incompatible with all the Religions in ' 
the World; and willingly l:ave them unto thoſe 
deluded perſons that think the Earth belongs | 
only to the Saints, ſuch as they fancy them- 
ſelves tobe; and that which ts enjoy'd by others 
who are not of the — of theſe deluded Bres 
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© Thus far; "Monſieur De Langle, And it 
is the conſtant and univerſal DoQrine which 
"the Proteſtants have taught and publifhed*to 
the World ever fince they. began to Reform 
the Church; This is the commendation their 
yery Enemies give them. Cardinal D# Per- 
ron Writing againſt the King of Great Britain 
James thel. acknowledges, That the Doitrixe 
of Depoſing Kirgs by the Pope was received in 
France” »#t#i1 the Reformation, and that the 
Hereticks (ſo he is pleas'd to call the Pro- 
teſtants ) having brought the Scriptures to 
Light, vindicated the Right of Kznes, which 
before has. been Suppreſsd. 
* And when Sextzs the V. publiſhed his 
-thundring Bulls againſt the King of Navar 


and 


74 

and Pri ince,of Coxde [3.46 He b Infinite 
Pegrees exalts the Power and [Authority of 
the Pope above that of all the Kmegs of the 
Farth;” fo far as to ſay, That when they fail" of. 
thelr Dry aud Obedience to him, he is able 

i eaff them down from their Thrones by Irrevo: 

cable Decrees and Judgments, and bring thens. 
under his Power as Mrniiters of Satan. Who 

did ever more. vindicate and aſſert the Tnde- 

pendance of Kings, in reſpe& of their Autho- 

rity, from all other Powers, except of God 
only, with greater Ey dence. than the French 

Proteitan;s have done. It may be ſome wilt 

reply , their\ Deeds has not always been ſuit- 

able to their Words, having more than once 

preferr'd their Inclinations to Rebellion, be- 

fore that of their Obediepce- This Calumny 

has been often imputed unto Us and our Re- 

Iigton,and has been a thouſand times Refuted 

and At {wered. 

 Tfhallonly reply in two words, and make 

two-or three brief reflections: The firſt isthe 

Teſtimony renderd by the Wiſeft Kingthat 

lived in his time, Jac.r. to our Innocence up- 

on this Subject, 11 the Book he writ of the 

Right of Kings. 

He was a Prince Learned and Judicious, 
he knew perfectly well by- what motive'S0- 
yereigns and Subjects did Act, and the a 
an 


| . F83-- bes 
"and ground of their Difference. He was no 
. way .concernd in their quarrel , and doth 
: Wy to give a publick Teſtimony to 
*Eruth. This Prince expreſſes himſelf after 
- this manner, Ta xot (faith he) of thoſe that 
' ſay the French Proteſtants took up Arms againſt 
4 th Kings in the firſt Troubles, they kept 
themſelves only in a Defenſive poſture ; Before 
they took up Arms they were Barnt, they were 
Maſſacred in all parts ; And that the quarrel was 

| aot upon Account of Religion, but it was be- 
cauſe Francis the Il. being in Minority, the 

| Princes of the Blood were driven from Court ; 
the Father of the Kjng that now Reigns, and 
the Pringe of Conde fled to them, not knowing 
where elſe togo; And for this very reaſon the 
King ought to Conſider them. It doth not ap- 
pear that ever. they began a War : 'Is it not evi- 
. dent that Henry the II. having taken up Arms 
to deſtroy them, nevertheleſs iTey aſſiſted him ; 
and ſeeing him in danger delivered him, and 
av'd bis Life at Tours, and never forſook 
him and his Succeſſor ; notwithſtanding the Re- 
volt of the greateit part of his Subjetts, which 
had been cauled and fomented by the Pope and 
the Clergy. Ts it not plain that they affitted 
him in all his Engagements, and happily Contri- 
Suted ro Eſtabliſh his Tottering Crown on his, 
Head , And even thoſe that perſecuted ny 
4 | | the 
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by Proteſtants, ard yet they are hated, not for 
diſputing of Religion, but becauſe they hinder'd 


_ the wp Crown to depend on the Pope ; And | 


becauſe, if their Councel had been followed, there | 
ould no French-men have been excuſed from 


obeying their Prince. 


It is in this manner this Religious and 
Learned Prince doth vindicate our Anceſtors; | 
But let us ſuppoſe our Fathers ſhould have 
fallen in to this Crime : ſhould a Religion be 
Cenſur'd by the AQtions of thoſe that pro-' 
feſs it ? If fo, there is no Religion whereunto | 
the greateſt Diſorders may not be imputed. 
We all equally condemn AdulterY Murder, 
Lying, Robbery, &c. And becauſe there are 
{ome my us that fall into theſe ſins, does 
it follow that our Religion doth Tolerate 
theſe Crimes ; are they not chiefly to be im- | 
puted to the diſorder and corruption of 
the Hearts of Men ; it is the ſame in this! 
rencounter. Religion enjoyns Protearts to | 
give Obedience to Princes, warns them | 
that nothing can diſpenſe them from their | 
Duty ; that rather then fail in it, 'twere | 
better ſuffer the moſt Cruel Torments ; Yet 
it falls out, that Subjetts conſtrain'd by vio» 
lentPerſecution, have endeavour'd to fave their 
Lives by defending themſelves ; And this re- 
© POLY ſiſtance, 
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fiſtance, which thaugh Natural, yet cannot 
be Innocent, ſhall.iv be..imputed 'to a_Reli- 
, which; to.eſtahliſh the Kingdom of 
God, only reacherh to ſuffer Patiently, and 
-BVEN Martyrdom? 
._ Moreover, Sir ,, when theſe ways which 
ſomewhat reſembled violence were uſed, it 
was -at the beginning..of the Reformation, 
when the Heart. ind. Mind of ProteStants 
had as yet; ſome ſmack -of theſe Maxims, 
at-all means-ſhould be undertaken to pre- 
; "ay Religion ; But now that the World is 
better inform'd, -and that .in the whole ;Pr4- 
Zefa aut Body, there remains not. the leaſt drop 
this corrupt Blood, with which the Veins 
:of the Romyſb Clergy did over-flow : It isnot 
to.jbe admired if-they willingly ſubmit to 
the Power of their Soveraign, although he 
be: of a contrary Religion. It is what is 
:at this time practis'd.by the Church of Eng- 
land for all the Worlds Imitation , which | 
may ſerveas an evident Jultifcation from all 
the Calumnies which the Enemies of the Re- 
formed Religion undeſervedly ſpew out a- 
-gainſt them 1n the view of all the World. 
In effe&t, the Clergy is ſeen to Aft with a 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Moderation, full of 
for their Soveraign, infuſing Notions of 
Duty and Obedience into the People wing 
Sal- 


| 
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Salvation-is committed. totheir Charge, 'both 
by their DoQtine and Example; And hereinz 
Sir, they do but their Duty ; Jeſus Chriſt 
tumſelf having taught us this Obedience by 
his Words and Deeds. He: was the King of 
Kings, nevertheleſs he was pleas'd to ſubmit 
unto.their Power ; he contented not himſelf 
to command lus Diſciples to render unto,C.e 


ſar the things that were Czſars ; he requir'd 


nothing of athers, but what he did - himſelf, 
he was pleas'd:;herein to.be 'their Example: 
The Jews being' raviſh'd with his Doctrine 
and Miracles, run from all parts to: make 
hima King, but he withdrew into the De- 
ſart,, to {ſhew to the World that he.was 
not -come to Command , and Subvert'the 
Eſtabliſh'd 'Order, but,-to teach Obedience 
and. Humility to his followers ; this is the 
Doctrine was taught by the: Apoſtles after 
the Example of their Maſter, commanding *' 
all Chriſtians without exception, To be Obes * 
dient unto Higher Powers ; It is alſo what 
was Religioully. practis'd by Chriſtians inthe | 
firſt Ages of the Church. 

It is in this Noble Path the Church of Exg- 
land. treads at this time ; and I cannot tell | 
but its Obedience ſhines brig}ter than that | 
which appear'd after the Death of the Apo» 
{tles. "Thoſe that embracd the Goſpel at 

that 


' I2 | 
that time were but very few in compariſon 
of the reſt, the greater numbers were con- 
trary to them, 1n regard Neceſſity as well 
as Conſcience made them to ſubmit and 
ſaffer Death 'Patiently : They could do no 
otherwiſe, it being invain to reſiſt, and a 
means only to double their Torments, and 
make their condition more Miſerable : This 
circumftance is not to be {cen in the fubmiſſi- 
pr of the Church of Exg/and, they are all a 
Proteitant People, who voluntarily Obey and 
Bnbmir to the Laws of a Prince who is of 
another contrary per{waſion. 

_-- Pardon me, Sir, for what I ſhall ſay gf the 
Primitive C  " z It 1s not altogether 
without ground. When they began to in- 
"ereaſe and make ſome Figure 11 the World, 
they kept not the ſame moderation as at firſt. 
Tho great men, which Antiquity renders ſo 
venerable to us, were feen to forget the 
Reſpe&t they ow'd to Soveraigns; and by 
angry and indiſcreet InveQtives blaſted the 

utation and Honour was due to their 
Quality. Nothing of this kind can be impu- 
ted to the Prelates and Miniſters of the 
Church of Exgland. 'They Preach their 
Do&rine, they Refute that of Rome, they 
diſcharge their Duty without making any 
Indiſcreet or hurtful Refleftions; or without 

TOS offending 


offending a Crown'd Head; in ſo doing 
they. more and more fill the Hearts of 
their Auditors with a Spirit of Love and Obe- 
dience for their Soveraign, thereby equally 
maintaining the Priviledges both of Heavea 
- and Earth, | £55 | 

" But, Sir, if the meekneſs of our Biſhops 
and their humble and ſubmiſſive manner of 
aQting, doth, in this behalf give Leſſons to 
to Ambroſs's and Chriſotoms, doth it not 
alſo highly condema the Opinions and praCti- | 

ſes of Rowe. Should the King of Spa; come 
to perceive that the Religion . profeſs'd in his | 
Kingdom is full of groſs Superſtition, and 
that he had courage enough to ſet about ſer | 
ving God ina purer manner in ſome part of | 
his Palace * Think you that Spain would en+ 
dure it ? Should one fee all the Bodies of the 
Kingdom come gravely and renew the afſu« | 

rances of their Zeal and Fidelity to their 
Soveraign ; would the Inquiſition , without 
Sighing, behold this change with a good 
Eye? Would it ſpare its Soveraign, who ac- 
cording to its opinion would be guilty of 
Hereſie ;' who upon bare Suſpition exercis'd 
its Infernal Cruelty upon Doz Carlos the next | 
Heir of the Crown : No Sir, without any | 
regard of Dignity all Torments muſt be In- 
Kted, Life as well as the Crown muft be 
forfeited 
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12 Mr. Maimbourg would be extrearnl Pleas d 
with Subje&s,who oh fu an 'dcraſion would 
Rebel againſt their Prince ;"him who itt an 
Tronoclaftick.Hiftory, H; Heat ly praiſes the people 


bit teat UE ConftantinoplE /» abuſing their 
noctaſt. lib. 


"of Trdignities. He would be far 
From blaming the Citics that ſhould throw 
oF their Princes Soveraignty, ſcing that in 
' the fame: Hiſtory he approves, ThatRome 
ang the other Cities in Italy refusd to give 
* Obedience to the Emperonr too, and were for ge- 
ftrozing his Efnigies, becauſe he was an Icono- 
claſtick. 

That the Women ſhould have Courage 
Enough to engage in the Quarrel, and take up. 
Arms in the Defence of Religion, ſhould be 
eſteemed incomparable Heroins by him , 
thoſe of Conſtantinople were, whom he te: = 
Viliafit Women, who having knock'd down 
in*Enemy of Image Wor ſhip, Tranſported 
|Qzatit he) ) by the Inconceivalle heat of” an ex- 
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teffue Zy4l; Tntring into the Church in great 
ond Tumultuons numbers, armed with Stones 
and. Clubs, they discharged them in mhole* 
Volleys upon the' Patriarchs Head , who was 
a: Teoneclaftick, calling him Mercenary, Hire- 
ling, and 4 Devouring Woolf in Sheeps-cloath- 
ing, loading him with a 1000 other Injuries as 
well 2s Blows. 

- Moreover, Sir; put the Caſe the Inqui- 
ſition could not prevail, and that a good num- 
ber of Faithful SubjeQts ſhould aſſiſt the King, 
how would this Author extol the Wiſdom 
and Picty of the Pope,who would make ſure 
of the Forces of Lewis the Great to Diſ-in- 
throne him, as he does the Zeal - of Gregory 
the IT. who joyned with Charles Martel to 
deprive Leo of his Empire. 

Butlet us yet go further, ſhould Lewss the 
Great himſelf, who is ſo much Fear'd and 
Lov'd of his SubjeQts; add unto the other 
care he-takes of making his Empire Glori- 
ous; cauſe himſelf to be a little inform'd of 
theReligion which he takes ſo much pains to 
barifh'ont. of His Kingdom ; ſhould Heaven 
6pen his Eycs as it did:Char/es V. to acknow- 
ledge the Purity of it, and after the Example 
of that Great Prince, to Repent of the Evils 
that canſes ſo many to fuffer, and to his laſt 
gaſp make profefion of it 1n lone Defart. 

| B Bur 


| [167 
But cafrying true Chriſtian: Gegerobty.. yet 
- further,ſhould he aQtwith thatAirof greatneſs 
| and Bravery as he doth in all ather;things, 
(viz.) To make oper. profefiion of the Truth 
before all the World 7 [Ihin u ,the 
would be ſuffer'd, though he ſhould Solemn- 
ly promiſe unto his- Subjects that he:.would 
_ change nothing in Church nor State 3 that the 
would proteCt the Rowiſh Catholics, that he 
would ſuffer none of the Hugwonot, Churches 
to be re-built, that he. only defired-to hear a 
Sermon without noiſe or {tir jn ſome-pravate: 
Appartment 1n the Lowwre. Do you think 
the Clergy would conſent unto,it ? "That the 
Biſhops fo. naturally inclind- to complying 
with the Times, and in-following the Incl- 
nations and Motions of therr own Heart, 
would have ſo much complailance ? No Sir, 
all the World wau'd preſently be.up in-an 
Alarm, the League would revive worſe than 
_ ever; the Heads of FaQtions would ſoon ap- 
pear ; the Holy League would ariſe and bold- 
ly require as it did heretofore, the Magittrates 
to joyn with the People to deftrpy the Ene- 
"my of Church and State, and to declare|. 
- that the French were diſcharg;d from their|: 
Oaths of Fidelity -to their Prince, and that]: 
his Name ſhould no more be inſerted in pub-| 
lick Ads: The Pulpits -would no ger 
ny cag 
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Bccho the-praiſes due unto the Glorious Ex» 
loits'of - Lewis the Great ;'thoſe unpudent 
reachers' that ſpawn'd the League would 
ſoon appear -again to ſpread abroad Satyrs, 
Inve&ives , Seditious Libels, and to ſpew 
out the blackeſt Injuries, 'the leaſt of which 
ſhould be Tyrant and Apoſtate. - 
And the people inſpired with the ſame 
Spirit, with the greateſt brutality of rage 
would ſoon vent their fury upon -his Arms, 
his Statues, Effigies and Pictures, which they 
would tear , break to pieces, tread under- 
foot, drag, through Kennels, burn. and fling 
into the River, with a thouſand Execrations. 
This is the uſage France heretofore gave its 
Sovereign, although he was a Zealous Papiſt, 
only for making an Alliance with Proteftants, 
which Mr. Maimbourg relates in his Hiſtory 
of a. op : I have recited the very words. 
*The which uſage a Prote#ant King would 
-alſo at this-time be ſure to find; and .'tis not 
much to be wonder at; for the Pope Ex- 
communicating thoſe Princes that are not of 
his-Belief, doth free their Subjects from the 
-Pidelity they owe unto him, expoling their 
[Perſons and Kingdoms: unto thoſe can firſt 
Seize them; promiſing Plenary Indulgence of 
'allSins,and even Heaven it ſelf unto thoſe that 


ſhall deprive him of Life; as appears by the 
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Bull of Paw the HI. which declares Henry 
the VII, King of Exg/and to be. fallen from 
his Kingdom and Eſtates, unworthy of Chri- 
ſtian Burial, and adjudg'd to-Eternal Damna- 
tion by the virtue of his Power, if - he dies 
before he be Abſolved ; and unleſs he Re- 
peal the Laws he had EnaCted againſt the 
Authority of the See of Rome. © And by ano- 
ther Bull of Gregory the XIV. wherein this 
Pope having taken much pains to ſhew his 
great Power, and how God had Eſtabliſh'd 
the Biſhop of Rome Prince over all Nations 
and Kingdoms, to deſtroy, to pluck up, dif 
ipate, conſume, plant and build, he adds, 
That by Virtue of this Power, he did Anathe- 
. matize, Degrade and Depoſe, Elizabeth Queer 
.of England, Abſolve her Subjeits from their 
Oath of Fidelity, and abſolutely forbids them 
not to give her any further Obedience: , Who 
[doth not ſee that a Prince that Reigns over 
-a People that enter into theſe engagements 
and Opinions of Rom?, cannot live in any 
fafety of his Life, and is neceſſitated to live 
always in continual Fears and Dangers. 
The Example of Ferry the Great may ful- 
iy ſerve to juſtify what I aftirm ; .the Crown 
- of France was his undoubted Right after the 
- Death of Henry the II. his Pretentions unto 
it were undenyable, _Neverthelels, was mi 
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he' conſtrained to abandon his Religion to ob-- 
tain the quiet poſſeſſion of it. Some of his 
Intimate: Friends, whom this Prince much 
relyed upon, and who were ſenfible of his 
Valour, advis'd himto perſevere ; and that: 


[notwithſtanding all oppoſitions. God: would 
: Flet him (on his Throne. . But there were 0- 
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thers that whiſper'd him, that if he perſiſted 
in his Religion, he muſt expett to take Arms 
again, and wade through a longer and 
greater War then was paſt, that ke muſt: 
expect to give Battles and prepare for Sieges, 
which ſo diſ-heartned him, that love of reſt 
and the Pleaſures of a Crown prevaiFd with 
him to agree to change, more than the other 
good InftruCtions, to perſeyere in the Truth. 
- It's moſt certain, Sir, this Prince his per- 
ſeverance in his Religion would have expo&'d . 
him unto unavoidable dangers ; for after this 
comantory 'Libel of Gregory the XII. dated 
the 1/. of May, Directed firſt to all the Clergy 
of France, whom he: Suſpends. and Fxcome 
municates, if in 15 days they do” not retire 
from Obeying and following Henry of Bour- 
box King of Fraxce and Navar : And more- 
over; declaring that in other 15 days, if they. 
did not wholly forſake him, they {ſhould be 
depriv'd of their Eſtates and Benefices ; Afer 
q B 3 thus 
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this Comantory, he writes of the ſame date 


unto the Nobility, the' Magiſtrates'and the 
three Eſtates of France, wherein he Invites 
them: to do the like ;- threatning, if they,did 
not, to: change his Fatherly Clemency. in- 
to the Severity of an Angry- Judge: De- 
claring moreover; .Hexry of - Bourbon to be 
Excommunicate; fallen frotn- his Kingdoms 
and Eſtates for being'a Heretick: and Relaps. 


After all this, - what fafety conld this Prince | 


hope to find in his Kingdom ? + - , 

I know very well 'that theſe! two: Bulls be- 
ing brought into' F;zxce, the Parliament then 
ſitting at Chaalons, at 3 motion made by the 
Kings - Attourney - General , + they were 
declared Injurious, | Difamatory, Scandalous, 
tending to Sedition,: and to the ruine of the 
Kingdom, of the - Houſe and Crown of 
France, and tothe introducing'of Strangers. 
Defence was made to all perſons. of what 
condition or quality foever, to' publiſh or 


or ulehe ſaid. Bulls Direftly- or IndireAly. 
Neither am I ignorant, how the Court ſitting, 


at Towers, proceeded yet. further; Yor the 


5th. of Auguſt in the ſame year, it cauſed the! 
Popes Bull to, be publickly Burnt by the-com-' 


mon Hangman, forbiding any to obey it; or: 
keep Copies of it, declar'd Gregory an Ene- 
FI: | | | my 
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my of the Peace and union of the Catholick 
and. Ap alick Roman, Church , of the King 
and bis Kingdom, an, Adherent unto the Con- 
ſpiracy of Spain,,a Favourer of Rebels, guilty 
of the molt Cruel, Inhumane and Deteſtable 
Mur er.commitred in the Perſon of Henry 
the JI. of Glorious Memory, moſt Chrt- 
ſtian.and Catholick. Order'd that Marce/li- 
nus Adrianus the laid Gregory's Nuncio, bear- 

| if be ſciz'd and ſent 

Priſoner, to the Patace-Priſon, that his Pro- 
ceſs and Sentence might be diſpatch'd in due 
form > Enjoyning all Governoursto Aid and 
Aſt in Executing, this Sentence ; and to all 
Archhiſhops-and;Biſhops to ſignify It unto 
the Clergy of their Rel>eRtive Dioceſles. 

. T eonfels this proceeding is Generous, Bold, - 
and Worthy ſo Auguſt an Aſſembly, bur 
would all Frazce have follow'd thele DiCtates, 
and. would it have - been of this Humour ;. if 
Henry the Great had perſever'd in his Reli- 
gion ; would not the DireCtors ofsConſci- 
ences,  Confteſſors, Preachers and DoCtors 
have infpir'd the People in their private Con- 
ferences, Confeſiions and Sermons , other 
contrary Notions ; as they did a litrle before 
in the Reign of Hexry the Il. as is declar'd 
by. rhe ſaid Mr. Maimbourg in his Hiſtory of 
of. the-League. The Sorboz it ſelf, wauld it 
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"not bans Authoriz d aw : ſhe wits own 
Interrogated upon theſe two great Caſes of 
Conſcience : Firſt, if the French were 
ally free'd from their Oaths of Fidelit rand 
; Obedience, ?” And in'the ſecond place; i they 
might takeup Arms and Unite, Rai e Money 

A for the Defence of the Cirholi thor | 
PI Roman bar 269) in France, tq oppoſe 
the deteſtable Deſigns and Endeavours'of the 
| King and all his Adherents. They.cpncluded: 
on thele ty points with,one accord Vemine 
Contradicente .m the Affirmative, and thar 
their Reſotution ſhould be ſent to the Ps $f 
that he might approveand confirm it by hi 
Authority : and that he would be ſo kind 90 
affift the. Gallican Church that Suffer” dvery 
much and was for2 oppreſs'd. 

© Believe me, Sir, all the lis ht and” force 
of this Detree would: not hive remov'd the 
Scruples and diſſipated the fears that the thun- 
- der of theVatirar had rais'd 'in' the minds of 
men: On he contrary, ' all the Orders of 
- Priefts and Friers would with one accord 
have eſteerts'd 1t a point of Honour: and Re- 
Ifzion to have oppos'd-it, and-ſo the K'SLife 
had nor-been in fafety had he 100g60"men 
in Arms LOT hs Det: 2nce,” all his care 'would- 
have been” in” yain , there would ſoon: have 


been Teen JOY tu 11es 2 > ariimated with 2n In- 
[ fernal 
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Zeal .that La Have 


to Stay Him,” and ftop 
CITAE ahi Hh with his© nquelts an 
fi Oherys" im woody 5 "4 
bY ar increaſe tal 
A ©Prince of. the = 
Cn Rome Reigning over. ne pu | 
, tands not.in a ny ſick ther, be- 
A e Principle$'of their Religion 1s ute. 
diff ctgnt, ſo that he may fafely In ploy hi " 
ſelf in making his Rei Gloridils* It is what 
the King ke taken notice of 1n "his Declara- 
Hop;and which makes kimi protett a Church? 
whoſe Fidelity he can.in no'wa foe uſt;b b 
the Nidbrience he, his. had of is.conſfanit at 
herenceth the Intereſts of the Crs n ih' the 
rig of the late Uſurper ONS 4 
ROYs 


Sir, tq*renew.the* aNurance of 
Fayotirunto His Sibjefhs, -and epecratty 
to'the Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops S, Neu 
contifiyes to'Honour by admit 
his weiphtieſt Ai Connc 
ly ating in Buliteſs without apy 
either part ; the” King fully 


Relying upon the Rt and the: le | 
of Obedience and Zealtor he D 

at preſent ; quite contrary as you Te, Fake 
what. ts repreſented unto you DE, not 
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the Kmgs own Intereſt will oblige HinYto 
preſerve things in the State.they are in;; Be; 
15 ſenſible that His Peoples Religion being: 
Secur'd unto them, - there 1s not one of »Hig” 
Subjeas but will readily. Sacrifice his Life 
and Fortune for the Defence of His: Kinks" 
doms, and alſo to enlarge the Bounds of it, 
What danger is there, that a Prince whoſe 
\ whole Life has been Eminent by many Glow 
rious Aftions ,. now that he is mounted/or: 
che Throne; and in a condition of h_—_ 
unto.the World the value: of 1o War-like 
Peopleas his, being conduQted by the Braveft 
Prmce in the World : What/danget s the” 
I ſay, that He will do of \Attermpt any 
that ſhould be.contrary tohisInclination andi 
Honour. He'is very ſenfible how k 


cial this Zeal for-the Romiſh Religion tra fox! 
mevly been ito. the Crown! of Spaiiy He! 


knows-it has-lately redut?d'the Ei It 
thoſe miſciable Straits, from which'he w nby! 
yet. Recover'd;;/and doubtleſs He perceives! 
Hind Zeat char txpropuring the wayo Wh 
| cal that 18/PFEPartng THe 
Miſrics that-rhreaten FV/ance, and which" 
almoſt inevitable' 207 all Kingdoms' when 
any have attairyd the higheſt dogres-0f-Pf6- 
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o:Yes; 'Sir,: and I.don't, pretend /to be.a Pro: 
plidr inlaying at1,. :{ceing: it_ is: obvious. to; 
everybody ; 'whatzall the: World joyn'd to- 
rrIgN owls not effect, France ts: doing of it. 
itib its Fateto-ſink under it-own great-' 
ne t6 procure and work 3 its own -Ruine 
The Proteſtants. for-abde; an = tin ago 
wero notdo Inconſiderablein this Kingdom, 

axt2be cut off:withour doing it a great pre- 
jeesiTt is the.{malleſt, but the moſt Loyal 
rty of. theBtate;; and has been always 
rE&ady-16 -oppol&the Parties that have been 
conttary to the>Grown.: It is They that have. 
cauſed any: 1p the Arts to ouriſh, and! 

have :more than;.once produced Generals; 

Gifat:Commandeis:, | and: Valant Troops 
that have- Prelerutd. Franck whetr- it was /at 
thi fink, of, Ryin; Nevertheleſs tlieſe- 
| are Aflanlted, they.lare Perſecu- 
tgdr: in) - "Parisrin. thei Cryelleft - manner 
that can bez. Wreerk, they-: mpte . deſpicable. 
mage ,: vere: they the leaſti/and vileſt: 
be tate; ye; .common-lenſe would” 
they. Hiould be:preſery'd;” leaſt, 
T thould like the blngof Bubplon's 
Imagej4 PE ins ob his more Noble 
I gy eh head and Arms of Gold and Silver, 
y his Feet of Iron and Clay. As in the Hu- 
mane 


| onghtſometimes'to have! the: greateſt -Hox 
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| mineBody; theÞarts the leaſt Honourabile, 


nour:; ſo alſo in a Political State ,] all» the 
Members whereof it is Composd, ought zo 
-be'\Cheriſh'd and preſerv?!d>: -[Therei;is:no 
queſtion then' to be made Sir,” But' the Tum 
will according to his Promiſe, be inclind:t 

+ protect His Subjects, and will make good 
uſe of his Neighbours Miſcarriages : He 
Loves His People, He will Imploy His Forces 
to preſerve them, He Loves His Glory, and 
will do nothing that ſhall dimimith it; the 
Bonds of Nature is Dear unto Him, He hears 
its voice, and will maintain the Religion 
that His Glorious Father ' Sealed with His 
own Blood. 

I cannot paſs further, and end my Letter, 
without intimating unto you the wonders 
of the Mercy and Providence of God to- 
wards the laſt two Kings. All the World 
knows the Tragical end of the Glorious 
Prince their Father. A company of Rebels 
by an Audatious Attempt pronounc'd or ra- : 
ther Hell by their mouth pronounc'd a Bar- 
barous Sentence, which eauied the Glorious 
Head that Govern'd three Kingdoms to be 
cut off by Violent- Hands ; And Heaven to 
Reward his Patience and Virtues, not only | 
gave him an Eternal Kingdom of Glory, je 
alſo 


be ths Io of tho das "which Vio 
- tence and 'Tyrany depriv'd "Fm'of, 


